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NEW COUNCIL OF AUSTRALasIAN TRIBUNALS

I am pleased to announce the establishment of the Council of Australasian Tribunals (COAT).

This body brings together a diverse range of Commonwealth, State, Territory and New Zealand tribunals in a forum that allows them to share ideas, experiences and working methods.

The COAT provides an opportunity for tribunals to develop best practice models, ideal procedural rules, standards of behaviour and conduct.  It will also be a mechanism to provide guidance, training and support for tribunal members.

At my request, the Administrative Review Council, an independent statutory body within my portfolio, has played a lead role in establishing the COAT.

Its establishment follows recommendations made by both the Administrative Review Council and the Australian Law Reform Commission that such a body be created.

The Government’s overall objective for the civil justice system is to ensure that the delivery of justice is timely, efficient and cost-effective.

We also want to ensure that the civil justice system produces fair and just outcomes. 

The establishment of the COAT is an important step in achieving these objectives.
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