



COUNCIL OF AUSTRALASIAN TRIBUNALS

6th Annual General Meeting 

Friday, 6 June 2008 – Watermark Hotel, Surfers Paradise

Attendees

Presiding officers/representatives of members of the Council

Justice Michael Barker – State Administrative Tribunal (WA)

Justice Kevin Bell – Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal (Vic)

Mr Les Blacklow – Social Security Appeals Tribunal (Cth)

Ms Belinda Cassidy – Claims Assessment and Resolution Service, Motor Accidents Authority of NSW (NSW)

Justice Garry Downes – Administrative Appeals Tribunal (Cth)

Ms Julie Ford – Children Services Tribunal (QLD)

Ms Susan Gardiner – Guardianship and Administration Tribunal (Qld)

Judge Greg Keating – Workers Compensation Commission (NSW)

Mr John Lesser – Mental Health Review Board of Victoria (Vic)

Mr Rex Maidment – Tenancy Tribunal (NZ)

Ms Trish McConnell – Weathertight Homes Tribunal (NZ)

Ms Carmel Morfuni – Suitability Panel (Vic)

Ms Joanne Muller – Optometrists Tribunal (NSW), Physiotherapists Tribunal (NSW) and Psychologists Tribunal (NSW)

Mr Graeme Neate – National Native Title Tribunal (Cth)

Mr Denis O’Brien – Migration Review Tribunal/Refugee Review Tribunal (Cth)

Judge Kevin O’Connor – Administrative Decisions Tribunal (NSW)

Mr Michael Peedom – Administrative Appeals Tribunal (ACT)

Ms Kay Ransome – Consumer, Trader and Tenancy Tribunal (NSW)

Ms Debra Rigby – Mental Health Tribunal (Tas)

Ms Diane Robinson – Guardianship Tribunal (NSW)

Mr Barry Thomas – Mental Health Review Tribunal (Qld)

Observers
Judge Paul Barber – Tribunals (NZ)

Mr Gerry Butcher – Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal (Vic)

Mr Garry Byron – Workers Compensation Commission (NSW)

Ms Felicity Child – State Administrative Tribunal (WA)

Ms Anne Coghlan – Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal (Vic)

Ms Clare Endicott – Guardianship and Administration Tribunal (Qld)

Mr John Gallagher
– Guardianship and Administration Tribunal (Qld) and Mental Health Review Tribunal (Qld)

Ms Tricia Harper – Mental Health Review Board of Victoria (VIC)
Ms Sian Leathem – Workers Compensation Commission (NSW)

Mr David List – Mental Health Review Board of Victoria (Vic)
Mr Bruce MacCarthy – Migration Review Tribunal/Refugee Review Tribunal (Cth)

Ms Regina Perton – Administrative Appeals Tribunal

Secretariat

Mr Doug Humphreys – Executive Officer
Mr Chris Matthies – Administrative Appeals Tribunal

MINUTES
1. Apologies
There were no apologies.
2. Minutes of 5th Annual General Meeting

The draft minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 8 June 2007 in Melbourne were adopted as a true and correct record of the meeting subject to one amendment.  Mr Les Blacklow is to be included in the list of presiding officers at the meeting. 
3. Reports
· Chair

Kay Ransome referred the meeting to the Chair’s Report (Attachment A to the minutes).

Ms Ransome reported that COAT Chapters are active in all locations other than the Northern Territory.  Steps are being taken to establish a chapter there.

The COAT Practice Manual for Tribunals continues to be a well-used resource.  Work is proceeding on the development of a searchable electronic version of the manual.  The Executive will also be considering further the development of a set of online training materials.

Ms Ransome thanked the New South Wales Chapter of COAT for paying for development of the Council’s logo.

Ms Ransome noted that a Tribunal Leadership Course will be held in Melbourne from 26 to 28 November 2008 for a limited number of participants.  A flyer will be circulated shortly.

· Executive Officer
Doug Humphreys referred the meeting to the Executive Officer’s Report (Attachment B to the minutes).
Mr Humphreys noted that the Australasian Committee for Court Education (ACCE) is reviewing the specialist training package for court staff with a view to broadening its scope.  Material prepared by the Committee in relation to revised competencies is available on the COAT website.  The Committee would welcome feedback from tribunals.  
Mr Humphreys asked members to check the currency of the information in the Register of Tribunals and the information on the website relating to the remuneration of tribunal members.  Any changes should be forwarded to Mr Humphreys.
Mr Humphreys referred the meeting to the financial statements for the year ending 31 December 2007 and the auditor’s report.  

Motion:  
That the financial statements for the year ending 31 December 2007 be adopted.  

Moved: 

Michael Peedom

Seconded: 
Barry Thomas 

Motion carried unanimously.
Mr Humphreys reported that, as at 31 May 2008, the Council has $81,271.98 in the bank, including a term deposit of $51,093.97.

Mr Humphreys advised that membership renewals will be sent out in late July.  If membership fees are to be paid by a portfolio Department, the Department should be asked to identify the tribunal on whose behalf the money is being paid when making the payment.

4. Election of Office Bearers
Mr Humphreys reported that the following nominations had been received for the positions of Chair, Deputy Chair, Secretary and Treasurer:

Chair: 


Ms Kay Ransome (Chairperson, Consumer Trader and Tenancy Tribunal (NSW))
Deputy Chair: 

Ms Patricia McConnell (Chair, Weathertight Homes Tribunal (NZ))
Secretary/Treasurer: Mr Michael Peedom (Administrative Appeals Tribunal, (ACT))
Mr Humphreys called for further nominations for any of the positions but none were received.  In accordance with the Constitution, the nominees were elected to the positions.

It was noted that Mr Humphreys will continue as the Council’s Executive Officer and will also be the Council’s Public Officer.

Ms Ransome thanked Mr Humphreys and Mr Matthies for the work they have undertaken on behalf of the Council and the AAT for making them available.
5. Notices of Motion
There were no notices of motion to consider.
6. General Business
· Tribunals Conference
Justice Barker raised for discussion two ideas that may encourage attendance at the Tribunals Conference: 
· having a general call for papers;

· extending the conference to a 3-day event to give specific jurisdictional areas the opportunity to meet and discuss common issues.
A number of attendees indicated that there would be value in having jurisdiction-specific meetings.  It was noted that the workers’ compensation dispute resolution bodies already organise such a meeting which takes place the day before the Tribunals Conference begins.

It was suggested that there would be no difficulty arranging rooms for jurisdictions that want to organise meetings.  However, jurisdictions would need to take responsibility for organising the content of their sessions.
· Online practice manual demonstration

Ms Ransome showed the meeting a draft version of the online Practice Manual for Tribunals developed by Eurofield Information Solutions.  It was noted that the manual will be available to download to individual computers or to access through a Tribunal’s computer network.  It has significant search functionality and will enable individuals and organisations to make annotations.  

The Council will provide further information to tribunals on accessing the manual once the final version has been prepared which is anticipated will occur in the next few months.
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This year has further consolidation of the COAT as the pre-eminent body representing Tribunals across Australia and New Zealand. COAT remains in sound financial health The financial accounts you have been presented with are for the full calendar year of 2007, following the adoption of the calendar year for financial reporting purposes. 

Invoices for annual membership will be sent out in July and August. I request that these be paid promptly. If using electronic funds transfer can you please ensure COAT is forwarded a remittance advice and the deposit into our account is clearly referenced. This year we have had considerable difficulty identifying the source of some funds deposited into our account. This adds to the time taken for administration and audit costs.

If you visit the website you will see we now have a new logo, variations of which are being used by state chapters. I thank the NSW chapter for paying for the design of this.

Can I draw to your attention a report that has been provided as part of your papers from the Australasian Committee for Court Education. They have been undertaking work on a formal qualification in court/tribunal services. Information on the proposed competencies for this is now on the COAT website. Please take the time to look at this and provide some feedback to the committee.

Membership numbers remain steady, with the practice manual being a significant incentive for smaller tribunals to join COAT. The updated and searchable version will add to the reasons to join and remain a member of COAT.

The remuneration section of the COAT website proves a useful source of information for tribunal members. I ask that you provide me with current information as to remuneration so I can keep it up to date. In a similar vein, please review the details of your tribunal in the register of members and update it as necessary.

I would like to record my thanks to the staff of the AAT who have assisted me in my duties as executive officer. Jan Sadler, my PA  has worked tirelessly through the year to assist me with the plethora of tasks associated with administering the affairs of COAT. Chris Matthies has worked with your chair, Kay Ransome on the update of the PM and the selection process to pick suitable software for the searchable electronic version. I thank them both on your behalf for their contribution to this vital publication

Doug Humphreys
Executive Officer

6th June 2008
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